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(A picture is worth a 1,000 words) 

This address: 3 core messages

1. The Global Road Safety Crisis & Economic Costs

2. World Bank & Global Road Safety Facility

- What we are and do

3. Critical Role of Vehicles in road safety

- Action to facilitate vehicle safety



The Road Safety Crisis is Worsening

uWe will not meet the United Nations 

Decade target or the SDG targets 

u2013  = 1.25 million deaths  

u2016  = 1.35 million deaths



The Road Safety Crisis is Worsening

uWe will not meet the United Nations 
Decade target or the SDG targets 

u2013  = 1.25 million deaths  
u2016  = 1.35 million deaths

uSimple extrapolation:ééééBrutal 
prediction :

The decade 2021 to 2030 = 
17.4 million deaths and 500m+ injuries 
Road crashes are the scale of a World 
War.



Economic consequences of crashes

u Crash deaths & injuries cost 3 -7% of GDP each year in 

LMICs

u Q: Does halving deaths & injuries = more GDP growth?

u A: YES: Economic analysis of 5 countries by World Bank 

Bank/GRSF 

- GDP grows faster: 7% to 22% more over 24 years

- For some countries almost an extra 1% per year.

Road safety = good economic investment
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The World Bank
u The World Bank énot a normal Banké assists LMICs. 

u Twin Objectives: 

u Eliminate poverty & increase shared prosperity

u Total World Bank portfolio1748 projects of $242billion

u Transport GP: 181 projects & $38billion 

u Many critical road safety components in projects
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The Global Road Safety Facility 

(GRSF)
u The Global Road Safety Facility (GRSF):

Å a global donor -based fund 

Å hosted by the World Bank  

uObjectives: Strengthen global, regional and country 

capacity (especially LMICs), provide evidence based 

guidance, scale up road safety funding, and mainstream 

road safety in World Bank projects. 
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GRSF Current Donors and Funders
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US$70m total (donors & funders) - with huge leveraging 



GRSF

Globally 

influential 

reports
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GRSF

Influential 

guiding 

research 

publicati ons
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The World Bank &

the Global Road Safety 

Facility: 

e.g., in LIC: Nepal

Before

During

After



Fundamental Roles of Vehicles 

in Road Safety

u Do not contribute to a crash (avoid vehicle failure)

u Minimize the risk of human error (good ergonomics)

u Facilitate crash avoidance

u Protect people in the event of a crash (Passive safety)

u [Autonomous vehicles: Eventually, take the human out 

of the equation]
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Fundamental Roles of Vehicles 

in Road Safety

uAutonomous vehicles - long way off for 

LMICs (93% of crash deaths)

uWill take a lot of factors (& stakeholders) 

out of the road safety field: great

uVehicle inspectors will still be essential.
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VEHICLE REGULATION & INSPECTION

for ROAD SAFETY
uMost apparent roles of initial and regular 

inspections: Check existence and maintenance 

of all the features which deliver safety roles just 

noted

uLess apparent: 

u Facilitates and adds credibility to vehicle registration, 

which is vital to enforcement processes especially 

automated enforcement

u Flow on impacts: Reduce risk
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Flow-onéé

Lack of 

Vehicle 

regulation 

and 

inspection

=

1. high -risk 

modifications

2. high risk 

usage

3. 

overloading
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Vehicles 

CITA-GRSF parternship
u AVIS (Audit of Vehicle Inspection Scheme) 

process and value for Road Safety - in CITA 

Annual report

u AVIS in Togo funded by GRSF to CITA

u CITA since became a donor to GRSF

u Plans for this funding:

uAnother AVIS

uReport on Vehicle safety issues
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